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Block: ____
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Adaptations

1. Adaptations are shown in the cartoons above. What are the adaptations?

a. Beaver: 

b. Beetles: 

2. Based on those examples – what is a definition of adaptation?

3. What causes the adaptation to occur?

4. How long do you think adaptations take to form and become common in the population?
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2 types of adaptations:

1. structural – physical design changes

Examples:

2. behavioral – how an individual or group acts

Examples:
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A few other concepts – related to Adapations and Ecosystems:

Natural Selection

1. What do you think Natural selection is?
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Adaptive Radiation

Refer to the diagram to the right:

1. Why are there so many different kinds of Finches?
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Proliferation

2. Definition? 
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Extinction

3. Definition? 
Keystone Species

· Definition: species that play an important ecological role in determining the types and number of species in a particular community.
4. Based on the definition of a keystone species (above) – what the key stone species in the food web to the right? And what affect does it have once it is removed from the ecosystem?

