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Coordinator:

Mrs. J. Towers jtowers@sd45.bc.ca
Supervisor:


The Personal Project is a 2 credit independent directed study required to achieve the certificate for the Middle Years Program (MYP). The course involves choosing a topic that interests the student personally and a global context that helps the student to develop a project with a clear and specific goal.
Objectives of the Course – these objectives will be used to evaluate the 4 components of the project – process journal, research sources, product/outcome and report.
A: Investigating

· Choosing a goal and global context
· Identifying prior knowledge and subject specific knowledge
· Demonstrating research skills

· Through a bibliography set up on noodletools.com and shared with your supervisor
B: Planning

· Creating criteria for the product or outcome

· Planning and recording of the development process

· Demonstrating self-management skills

· Through a process journal created at noodletools.com as a Google doc and shared with your supervisor
C: Taking Action
· Creating a product/outcome

· Demonstrating thinking skills

· Demonstrating communication and social skills

· Through a process journal created at noodletools.com as a Google doc and shared with your supervisor
D: Reflection

· Evaluating the product/outcome against the criteria

· Reflecting on how his/her knowledge and understanding of the topic and global context has been extended

· Reflecting on his/her development as an IB learner
Components of the Project

1. Process Journal

a. A reflective journal that comments on your research, self-management, thinking, social and communication skills.

b. Used from the beginning to the end of the project. (September to January minimum)
c. Approximately one entry per week or each time you sit down to work on the project (this includes meetings with supervisors, socials 10 classes related to the project, research time, planning time and creation time) – 15 entries minimum
d. A Google doc – created through noodletool.com and shared with your supervisor

2. Research sources

a. minimum of 5 thoughtfully annotated sources shared through noodletools.com with your supervisor

3. Product/Outcome

a. Performances: play, dance, song, speech
b. Published writing: creative prose, collection of poetry, major essay, extended article, script, review
c. Events: Fund-raising evening, service in action, celebration, major event
d. Static visual displays: photographs, art, poster, model, artifact, drawings, statistical data
e. Interactive displays: website, video, audio-visual, animation
4. Report

a. 1500 to 3500 word essay or 10-15 minutes audio-visual recording that addresses the 4 objectives listed above and includes 10 excepts maximum from the process journal and 5 annotate sources minimum.
Timeline (including due dates):

	Activity
	When

	Confirm topic, goal, global context and product/outcome: 
	October 16th  

	Bibliography and Process journal linked to supervisor through noodletools.com: 
	November 13th  

	Criteria (specifications) for the product/outcome due: 
	November 13th  

	Annotated bibliography complete: 
	December 11th 

	Process Journal complete: 
	January 22nd  

	Product/Outcome due: 
	January 22nd 

	Rough draft of report due: for peer editing
	February 19th 

	Report due: 
	March  5th 

	Exhibition: 
	April 16th 


Students’ Learning is supported through their Socials 10:

Time to research, how to use noodletools.com for citations (October) and how to do an annotated bibliography (November)
At specific intervals during the course, students will meet with their supervisor to:
· discuss/confirm the topic, goal, global context  - October 2nd and 16th 

· confirm product/outcome and specifications – October 30th and November 13th   
· share their research (through their annotated bibliography) as it develops  - final copy due December 11th 
· share their process journal – through Google docs as it develops – final copy due January 22nd  
· Peer edit rough draft of the report – February 19th 

· fill out the academic honesty form – October 16th, December 11th, January 22nd and March 5th 
· hand in the product/outcome (January 22nd) and the report (March 5th)
Expectations:
· Students will work independently with some guidance from their supervisor, subject area grade 10 teachers and the librarians.

· Handbook – students will refer to the handbook when they have questions – found at http://bit.ly/1oKERGI. All steps for completing the personal project are fully explained in the handbook.
· Email – students will need to respond to and use email to set up meetings with their supervisor

· Deadlines – It is expected that due dates are met. Students must consult the supervisor in advance in order to receive an extension.
· Meetings with the supervisor – Students will be assigned a supervisor and will meet with him/her at 8 different times throughout the fall/winter – these meetings are mandatory.
· I (incomplete) Reports and Withdrawals – the course is mandatory and thus no withdrawals will be permitted. “I” reports will be sent home in term 3 – if course work has not been completed. If the conditions of the “I” report are not met by the date indicated, this will result in a grade conversion to “F”.
· Exhibition – students will display their process and their product for their peers, parents, community members, Rockridge grade 8’s and 9’s and feeder school grade 6 and 7’s. This will take place in the afternoon and evening of March 5th.
Evaluation:
The report (including 10 experts form the process journal maximum and 5 annotated sources minimum) receives the bulk of the evaluation of the personal project. The process journal, annotated sources and the product/outcome are necessary in order to complete the report. Without the report – the student cannot pass the course. Without a process journal, annotated sources or product the students mark would be dramatically affected. The report is assessed using the Personal Project Rubric (on the next page). The total on the rubric will be converted to an MYP level and then the level will be converted to a BC Percentage/Letter Grade (see the table below). You will also receive a work habit Good (G), Satisfactory (S) or Needs Improvement (N).

	Rubric Total
	MYP Level
	Percentage

	28-32
	7
	95,100 

	24-27
	6
	86, 90

	19-23
	5
	80, 85

	15-18
	4
	70

	10-14
	3
	60, 65

	6-9
	2
	50, 55

	0-5
	1
	0, 10, 20, 30, 40


With successful completion of your grade 10 courses and the personal project you will receive the MYP certificate – GOOD LUCK!!
Rubric for Assessment of the Personal Project

	0
	Beginning 1-2
	Developing 3-4
	Accomplished 5-6
	Exemplary 7-8

	Criterion A: Investigating

	The student does not achieve a standard described by any of the descriptors to the right.
	state a goal and context for the project, based on personal interests, but this may be limited in depth or accessibility 

identify prior learning and subject-specific knowledge, but this may be limited in occurrence or relevance 

demonstrate limited research skills.
	outline a basic and appropriate goal and context for the project, based on personal interests 

identify basic prior learning and subject-specific knowledge relevant to some areas of the project 

demonstrate adequate research skills. 
	define a clear and challenging goal and context for the project, based on personal interests 

identify prior learning and subject-specific knowledge generally relevant to the project 

demonstrate substantial research skills. 
	define a clear and highly challenging goal and context for the project, based on personal interests 

identify prior learning and subject-specific knowledge that is consistently highly relevant to the project 

demonstrate excellent research skills. 

	Criterion B: Planning

	The student does not achieve a standard described by any of the descriptors to the right.
	develop limited criteria for the product/outcome 

present a limited or partial plan and record of the development process of the project 

demonstrate limited self-management skills
	Develop adequate criteria for the product/outcome 

present an adequate plan and record of the development process of the project 

demonstrate adequate self- management skills
	Develop substantial and appropriate criteria for the product/outcome 

present a substantial plan and record of the development process of the project 

demonstrate substantial self- management skills. 
	Develop rigorous criteria for the product/outcome 

present a detailed and accurate plan and record of the development process of the project 

demonstrate excellent self- management skills.

	Criterion C: Taking Action

	The student does not achieve a standard described by any of the descriptors to the right
	create a limited product/outcome in response to the goal, global context and criteria 

demonstrate limited thinking skills

demonstrate limited communication and social skills.
	create a basic product/outcome in response to the goal, global context and criteria 

demonstrate adequate thinking skills 

demonstrate adequate communication and social skills. 
	create a substantial product/outcome in response to the goal, global context and criteria 

demonstrate substantial thinking skills 

demonstrate substantial communication and social skills. 
	create an excellent product/outcome in response to the goal, global context and criteria

demonstrate excellent thinking skills 

demonstrate excellent communication and social skills. 

	Criterion D: Reflection

	The student does not achieve a standard described by any of the descriptors to the right.
	present a limited evaluation of the quality of the product/outcome against his or her criteria 

present limited reflection on how completing the project has extended his or her knowledge and understanding of the topic and the global context 

present limited reflection on his or her development as an IB learner through the project. 
	present a basic evaluation of the quality of the product/outcome against his or her criteria 

present adequate reflection on how completing the project has extended his or her knowledge and understanding of the topic and the global context 

present adequate reflection on his or her development as an IB learner through the project. 


	present a substantial evaluation of the quality of the product/outcome against his or her criteria 

present substantial reflection on how completing the project has extended his or her knowledge and understanding of the topic and the global context 

present substantial reflection on his or her development as an IB learner through the project. 


	present an excellent evaluation of the quality of the product/outcome against his or her criteria

present excellent reflection on how completing the project has extended his or her knowledge and understanding of the topic and the global context 

present excellent reflection on his or her development as an IB learner through the project. 





